SIX OF THE BEST: TOP TIPS FOR FLY-CRUISE HOLIDAYS

The new Cruiseabout Takapuna store in Auckland has been open for three days and as a helping hand
for travellers planning a fly-cruise holiday, the Takapuna team share their top six handy tips.

1) Connection times

While statistics show that most flights take off on time, it pays to expect the unexpected when you're
planning airfares to connect with your cruise.|

Naturally, you don’t want to arrive at the port to see your ship sailing off into the horizon.

If your cruise leaves from an international port, consider arriving at your departure location a day or two
before your flight.

If your cruise leaves from a domestic location, plan to arrive several hours ahead of your scheduled
boarding time.

A similar rule applies to your return flight — allow for possible delays.
2) Flexible flights

It doesn’t necessarily pay to book the cheapest available flights to connect with your cruise.

Fares that are slightly more expensive may provide you with more options, particularly if your cruise ship
is delayed on its journey home and you need to reschedule your return flight.

3) Open JAW airfares

If your cruise sets sail from one city or country and returns to another, ask your Cruiseabout consultant
about an “open JAW” airfare.

In basic terms, an airfare of this kind allows you to fly in to one location and to return home from another,
rather than having to fly in and out of the same city.

A hypothetical example could include a fare that allows you to fly to the UK and home from Athens after a
cruise from Southampton to the Greek Islands.

4) Consider a package or an earlybird deal
Rather than booking cruises and airfares individually, consider the value of a fly-cruise package.
The package may include a heavily discounted airfare that is only available in conjunction with the cruise.

Depending on where you’re going, you may also be able to book an earlybird special if you’re prepared to
commit in advance.



5) Don’t be weighed down by baggage charges

Don’'t assume that your collection of suitcases will be acceptable on your cruise just because it is
acceptable on your flight.

Cruise liners and airlines will both have luggage restrictions, but they won’t necessarily be the same, so
check-out the rules in advance.

Where possible, allow for some extra weight in your bags on the flight home, as you’re certain to collect
souvenir T-shirts and other holiday trinkets during your cruise’s shore excursions.

6) Plan ahead
Cruising is an incredibly popular holiday choice.
Consequently, many ships will be full, so don’t leave your booking until the last minute.

By booking early, you also increase your chances of securing the cabin of your choice or special facilities
that you may require.

In addition, it pays to lock in airfares as soon as possible as the cheapest fares tend to sell first, leaving
only the more premium offerings available closer to departure date.

Sign up to your local Cruiseabout’s news bulletins to ensure you're notified of the special offers as they
arise.

For more cruising tips or to plan your next cruise escape, call the experts at Cruiseabout Takapuna on
0800 22 11 00 or visitwww.cruiseabout.co.nz
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About Flight Centre
Flight Centre (NZ) Ltd is New Zealand’s largest travel agency, with approximately 900 staff in more than
200 retail stores and businesses nationwide.

Flight Centre consultants are travel experts and are selected for their vast product knowledge and their
passion for travel. Flight Centre’s global network allows consultants access to the widest travel product
offering in the New Zealand, at the best value.
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Brands in the New Zealand market operated by Flight Centre (NZ) Ltd include;
Flight Centre

Premium Travel

FCm Travel Solutions

Corporate Traveller

Infinity Holidays

Escape Holidays

cievents

Cruiseabout

Student Flights

The company has won the JRA Best Workplaces, large workplace category award for eight consecutive
years. In addition and in recognition of Flight Centre’s continued achievements in the JRA Best
Workplaces Survey over the past eight years, Flight Centre is also a Five-Year League Award recipient.

Flight Centre Limited globally has almost 13,000 staff in 11 countries including Australia, New Zealand,
the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, South Africa, Hong Kong, India and China.



